PREPARATION   FOR   WAR                      73

2.  Up to the end of September, when we knew that
Italy was about to start her campaign, we had combined
with France to see that Ethiopia was totally disarmed,
and incapable of meeting the attack of a modern army,
or even of carrying on a successful guerilla warfare.

3.  By the end of September Italy had completed the
preparations she had begun two or three years earlier,
and was fully equipped, except possibly for reserves of
oil, to carry out, without any further purchases from
abroad, all the fighting which was then thought likely
to occur.    (English officials shared the Italian belief,
though perhaps not with so much confidence,  that
Ethiopia would develop a civil war internally as soon
as the war began.)

4* Both France and England were waiting for a suitable
moment to bring forward proposals for a settlement,
which by September they knew would have to be very
favourable to Italy. The date of the intervention was
uncertain, for it would have to be after a General-
Election in England, owing to the strange scruples some
people in that country had lately been developing.

It was still assumed that Signor Mussolini would be a
perfect gentleman and accept intervention, and it was
also assumed that in a month or two he would be more
amenable to suggestions. In the meantime we were
helping him in his internal troubles, for all this t*0k
of sanctions, and even their ultimate imposition, was
just what he needed to pull the Italians, who were getting
a bit restive, into a colonial enterprise in which many
of them did not believe. On October 2nd, the summer
rains being over, Signor Mussolini ordered his 'National
Mobilization,* and on the following day his troops
crossed the river Mareb and the war had begun.